
 

 

 

 

16 June 2011 

doma architects shortlisted for RIBA Forgotten Spaces 
Sheffield competition  

 

 

 

 

Today The Architects Journal magazine announced that doma architects have made it 

onto the shortlist for the RIBA Forgotten Spaces Sheffield Competition. This is very exciting 

news and we are thrilled to have been chosen! 

 

Shortlisted entries are being exhibited in online galleries set up by both The Architect's 

Journal and The RIBA. They will also be displayed in an exhibition at The Crucible in 

Sheffield in September where the winners will be announced. 

 

Open to entrants across the country, the competition invited architects, artists, engineers, 

planners and landscape designers to suggest designs and proposals for imaginative new 

uses for a ‘forgotten space’ within the city.  
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Food for Thought 

The Old Mill Buildings, Millhouses Sheffield 

 
 

 
 

 

Once the proud matriarch who looked after the people of the village that took her 

name, providing them with food and a place to work, the Millhouse now sits sad and 

unloved.  

 

She looks out over a bustling park, from the lonely corner where she sits in a 

dignified silence, quietly accepting of the cricketers and dog walkers who now turn 

their backs, descendents of those who were so dependent on her just a short time 

ago.  

 

She remains lost and forgotten, waiting patiently for the reinvigoration she sorely 

craves. 

 

 

Without the corn mill, Millhouses would never have existed. Once a series of buildings that 

formed the centre of the community, providing people with food and a place to work, the 

millhouses have deteriorated into disrepair. 

 

Our proposal reinterprets the original function of the corn mill and sees it reinvented as a 

predominantly self-sufficient community centre based around the production and provision 

of food.  

 

At the heart of this, in the old courtyard, is a community garden with allotment style planting. 

This is enclosed by a growing garden wall, through which glimpses of internal activity can 

be observed by passers-by. 

 

The garden provides vegetables and herbs for a kitchen where new cooking skills are 

taught, which in turn caters for functions in the community hall, and the public café that 

opens out into the park. A new shop sells produce from the garden and onsite bakery. 

 

As well as providing a place to learn new skills in the kitchen and garden, an interactive 

learning wall is set up in the café to provide information on local history and current events.  

 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-9PFZNfehCtM/TfoSunF0gcI/AAAAAAAAACw/hxpBM1hTDKY/s1600/doma%2Barchitects-food%2Bfor%2Bthought-existing%2Bmill%2Bbuildings.jpg


 

 

The successful reinvigoration of the mill as a community facility acts as a catalyst for 

the regeneration of the village centre. The entrance to the community hall faces the 

old village centre, with new routes created between the village centre and the park, 

so that the mill no longer acts as the barrier it once was, but instead acts as a 

gateway between. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sketches of main functions: Teaching kitchen; Cafe, information and exhibition space; Shop 

and bakery; Garden wall and kitchen garden 
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Aerial view of proposal in context 

 

 

 

View of reinvigorated mill buildings from Millhouses Park 

 

 

 

View of new kitchen garden located within mill house courtyard 
 

A weary mill rediscovers her purpose. Once again she provides her people with food 

and a place to work, a place to meet and learn new skills. 

 

The central character takes back her role. 
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eido a broader perspective to property development  

Eido operates across three complementary business activities – property development, consultancy and 
investment. With over fifty years’ combined experience of work with government departments, local 
authorities, academic institutions, health and voluntary sectors, we believe we are well placed to bring a 
broader and more balanced perspective to property development. 

Property development 

The company will work through any number of development permutations, including outright purchase, equity 
stake-holdings, joint ventures and various forms of partnerships and social compacts. We are not intimidated 
by complexity and are committed to working in areas avoided by most main-stream developers. 

Consultancy and research 

Eido’s composite consultancy and research background is extensive, covering a raft of social policy issues, 
such as crime, health, education and economic development, as well as building-specific scoping studies, site 
assessments, appraisals and architectural solutions.  

Investment 

Continuing uncertainty in the financial markets has led to a loss of trust in conventional investment pathways. 
Through Eido Development Partners Limited, we periodically provide opportunities for small-scale investors 
and partners to take part in our on-going development programme.  

eido the people behind the company 

Eido is run by Michael Rollins and Ian Tod who have collectively over 50 years’ experience of social policy 
research and developing high profile building projects in the private, public and third sectors. Michael studied 
and taught philosophy before setting up Leda Group - a social policy research company in 1982. Leda has 
worked for several government departments, local authorities and voluntary groups on research projects 
covering crime, education, economic regeneration and health. Ian Tod studied architecture at Cambridge and 
has completed a raft of projects in urban design, education, health, arts and cultural industries and takes a 
special interest in historic building reuse. He has lectured and written on architecture and urban design.  
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